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EDITORIAL

Legislation to vaccinate all Michigan girls entering the sixtrdgraext year with a vaccine to
combat cervical cancer is dead - and we hope it will remain so.

¥ \,U‘ AT )
Earlier this year the House and the “ﬂ@gﬁp'ér
Senate approved the legislation. L

Does McDonalds make . A& cuiok Here
But recently, after a motion to the best French Fries?

reconsider the vote in the House, the i,
ko
or

= TOP JOBS

[ Now Hiring DIRECTV
Installation Technicians

Work for one of the
n s n nation stop Home
s L

failed to garner sufficient support for
adoption.

The measure failed on the last day in
current Legislature's calendar for 200
because of concerns about the drug's
long-term and unknown effects.
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But the key point here is the vaccine prevents infections from stwaiessof the sexually
transmitted human papilloma virus, or HPV, which can cause ckoanaer, genital lesions
and genital warts.

So, from a purely medical standpoint, as Jean Ulmer, administratcer&onal and
preventative services with the Oakland County Health Division n8fés recommend any
girl that is sexually active to get the vaccine."

However, Ulmer is quick to add "but we won't take a stand orsifatild be mandated - that's
a political, legislative issue."

The health division offi cial notes there's an alternative to #iceixe.

"(The cancer the vaccine treats) is a communicable disease thsexgdl activity. A woman
wouldn't need the shot if she wasn't sexually active ..."

The vaccine has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administratisefm girls as
young 9 and up to 26. A government advisory panel recommends that the \mccine
administered before girls become sexually active.

However, no sixttgrade girl should be sexually active. Admittedly, probably some kidss
age are. Hopefully a minority of the girls. Why force the vaccinelofoangsters that age?

Again, the decision to get the shot should be left up to the parents, witoukeg suggest urg
abstinence at such a young age.

We also should be concerned about what type of message mass inoswiatidd send to
teenage girls. Might they interpret the vaccination as a greerntdigimgage in sexual activit

This vaccination is a parental and family decision. It belongseiftiuse and not the state
House.

If similar legislation is introduced in the Legislature next yearewgect our representatives
and senators from Oakland County to fight, and kill, any such proposal.

In meantime, Ulmer notes that information about the disease anddbi@e can be obtained
by going online at www.cdcgov/nipvaccine
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