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EDITORIAL 

Legislation to vaccinate all Michigan girls entering the sixth-grade next year with a vaccine to 
combat cervical cancer is dead - and we hope it will remain so. 

Earlier this year the House and the 
Senate approved the legislation.  

But recently, after a motion to 
reconsider the vote in the House, the bill 
failed to garner sufficient support for 
adoption.  

The measure failed on the last day in the 
current Legislature's calendar for 2006 
because of concerns about the drug's 
long-term and unknown effects.  

But there's another reason why the bill 
shouldn't have passed and shouldn't be 
brought up again. Parents should be the 
ones to decide if their children get the 
vaccination.  

The legislation would have given parents the right to "opt out" of having their daughters 
vaccinated for medical, moral or philosophical reasons. But parents should not have to be 
forced to state that they don't want something for their children that the state has no business 
requiring in the fi rst place.  

Yes, cervical cancer is a killer. According to the American Cancer Society, about 9,700 
women in the United States are diagnosed with the disease annually. About 3,700 will die of 
the disease.  

And it's encouraging medical news that a vaccine has been found to prevent it.  
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But the key point here is the vaccine prevents infections from some strains of the sexually 
transmitted human papilloma virus, or HPV, which can cause cervical cancer, genital lesions 
and genital warts.  

So, from a purely medical standpoint, as Jean Ulmer, administrator for personal and 
preventative services with the Oakland County Health Division notes: "We recommend any 
girl that is sexually active to get the vaccine."  

However, Ulmer is quick to add "but we won't take a stand on if it should be mandated - that's 
a political, legislative issue."  

The health division offi cial notes there's an alternative to the vaccine.  

"(The cancer the vaccine treats) is a communicable disease through sexual activity. A woman 
wouldn't need the shot if she wasn't sexually active ..."  

The vaccine has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for use in girls as 
young 9 and up to 26. A government advisory panel recommends that the vaccine be 
administered before girls become sexually active.  

However, no sixth-grade girl should be sexually active. Admittedly, probably some kids at this 
age are. Hopefully a minority of the girls. Why force the vaccine on all youngsters that age?  

Again, the decision to get the shot should be left up to the parents, who we would suggest urge 
abstinence at such a young age.  

We also should be concerned about what type of message mass inoculations would send to 
teenage girls. Might they interpret the vaccination as a green light to engage in sexual activity? 

This vaccination is a parental and family decision. It belongs in the house and not the state 
House.  

If similar legislation is introduced in the Legislature next year, we expect our representatives 
and senators from Oakland County to fight, and kill, any such proposal.  

In meantime, Ulmer notes that information about the disease and the vaccine can be obtained 
by going online at www.cdcgov/nipvaccine. 
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